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with fear of God and with faith." Still the stories of
sorcery grew. A priest declared that he had seen the
devil sitting on the queen's knees. Women added
curious details to the scandal Every one talked of the
king's business, and Philip was sardonically immovable
and content.
He was indeed now able to put off the too-pressing
solicitations of the pope by changing the subject to one
which seemed even more near to the interests of the
Church. Already the crimes and heresies of Southern
Gaul cried urgently for the intervention of Borne. In
the early sunimer of 1208 Innocent sent the cardinal
deacon Guala to France, a man " learned in the law and
ornate with good manners," to urge the king to under-
take a crusade against the Albigenses. He was charged
at the same time to investigate the question of sorcery,
and if there should prove to be such an impediment
to pronounce the dissolution of the marriage. Philip
was not even yet put to his last shift. He induced
Ingeborgis to retire to a convent, and he now declared
that the marriage must be dissolved because she had
taken monastic vows. Innocent again repeated the
occasions under which a divorce by canon law might
be possible, but absolutely refused to pronounce a
dissolution of the marriage without a full investigation.
" Meanwhile," he declared, "you must give freedom to
the queen, so that she may be free to consult with her
kin, may have no violence to fear, and may prepare
herself as she thinfrg fit for the trial." The king
himself should be instructed by men learned in the law
that the pope decreed nothing anew, but was acting
entirely in accordance with the rules of canon law. No